Moving from Japan to Australia 


Thank you for your response. I'm having difficulty imagining how much space we’ll need 
though with what we're shipping. Would it be possible for you to give me an idea if I tell 
you what we've got? It's all IKEA flat pack furniture so it will be able to be broken down 
easily. We have a 6 person dining table, 6 chairs, a desk, a single bed frame, a small 
kitchen work space, a small chest of drawers, 2 small rugs and maybe 4 or 5 boxes of 
personal effects. Would that be more or less than a cubic meter do you think? Also, for 
the big items, how would we prepare them for pick up? I don't know where we'd be able 
to get cardboard to wrap such sizable items... 


Thank you for your detailed reply. We are moving from Japan to Australia this 
November. I wanted to ask about the pick-up from the Port in Melbourne. I have no 
personal transport. How can I organize to get my luggage after it has been delivered. 
What do other people do? Do I have to pay customs in the Port and then organize to 
have it be delivered to where I am staying? Is there a door to door service? Any advice 
or information would be helpful. 

Also I believe my initial inquiry for 10 boxes hasn't changed. You say it's service by 
sea. Is it worth considering service by air? What is the price difference? 


****** 


Many thanks for your detailed information. It is very helpful and clearly saves money 
than paying by each extra cubic meter. 

The dimensions of my tansu equal 233 cm so I think it fits within your limits. Does that 
also have to be in a cardboard box or can I wrap it some suitable similar material. Also, 
if it is easier, it can be split into two halves (I think it is a travelling tansu). 

One final question, assuming the luggage to be about 2 cubic meters, and my 
destination being Canberra, do you have any idea how much it might be to get your 
carrier to organize delivery from Sydney port to my house in Canberra ? A rough idea 
would be very useful. 





Once everything is packed, I will be in touch again - perhaps in February or March next 
year (certainly a month in advance). 


Please pack the tansu in cardboard boxes. Carriers would not accept 
the goods that are wrapped only. 

I think if you are shipping two cubic meters or so, they would charge about 
USD700 to 800 or so for customs clearance and delivery including other 
port handling/destination charges. 

*Their delivery service 

does not include unloading packages from the truck and bringing them 
to the residence door. (Such service is called “free on truck” in the shipping/ 
trading industry and the consignees need to unload the shipments themselves) 

Thank you. 


***** 


Whatever the paperwork needs to say, that's what it needs to say. 

Just to make sure, our pickup is Saturday and confirmed/booked? I know you don't 
give an estimation of time of the day, but if you have an idea that might be helpful. 

Also I would like some clarification about the packing list. As we have the pickup on 
Saturday, I should be able to get that ready by Monday morning. 

For our general household items, we're counting and listing all items in a generally 
identifiable form, such as 'skirt', 'pants', 'top', 'cup', 'dish', 'kitchenware', etc. 

However I have a lot of very small items I'd like to take, which aren't easily identifiable 
nor countable. For example, I have a case full of screws, bolts, nuts, washers, etc. 
Counting and listing each item would take a very, very long time. In cases like this, can 
I list it as "Parts case x 1, includes screws, bolts, nuts, etc."? 



I also have a lot of hand tools, many tools which I think are unlikely to be identifiable by 
someone who has no experience with such tools. I can count them, but would counting 
them as "hand tool" be sufficient? 

I think in these cases I will likely lay out everything going into the box, take pictures, 
and then pack. I don't know if pictures can be used to show what's inside, but if so, I 
think I can provide them. 

I'm trying to make sure I don't have to dispose of things simply because counting and 
labelling several hundred very small items will take more time than is reasonable. 

I tend to declare everything when passing through customs and such, only because I 
don't want to answer the question of "why did you not declare xxx?" 

I've also asked my cousin about bringing along some wood (smaller pieces, a few large 
planks), which she tells me will be no problem for customs and quarantine into 
Australia, so long as it is declared and will be able to pass inspection. Will you have 
problems accepting them? 

If you could let me know what will be best I'd very much appreciate it. 


* * All documents received, read and completed as possible right now. Some will be 
attached to this email, but due to their combined size I will need to send additional 
emails. 

I was self employed, but have closed that business and have listed that as my 
employer. The business was registered with the Takamatsu town office and with the 
tax office, and 'in English' so the name as it appears on the document is the same as it 
was registered. 

The storage is not ideal, but I know how that works out here and it can't be helped. 
Time is not an issue with anything we're sending so if it takes longer, no problem. 


So long as collection can be arranged for April 22 we're all good here. However as we'll 
be travelling from early morning on April 23 and perhaps won't have reliable 



communications the detailed packing list might not be able to be sent until the following 
day. If I can complete it before we go, then I will email it to you on the same day. 
Whatever works out, you will have it within a day or two of taking our boxes. 


We already have import customs to Australia mostly prepared, as my cousin is a 
customs agent in Australia and will be taking care of it at that end. I've been 
communicating with her what we need to do here for clearance in Australia, and 
everything we are planning to send is either fine or will be accommodated for once it 
arrives. 

I've also listed my mother in law for the payment invoice to be sent to, her name and 
address details are listed on the SoC form. 

I think that's about all we need to do. The instructions sent were very comprehensive 
and detailed and answered almost all questions I had. 

If there's anything else I need to do, please let me know and I do hope this can be 
worked out. 


When you are shipping your personal goods out of Japan you need to make a packing 
list like below: 

Box No. Description Quantity Amount 

1 slats for bed 1 ¥8,500 

2 bed frame parts 7 ¥10,000 
2 scarfs 4 ¥500 

2 t-shirts 8 ¥500 
2 pair of shorts 1 ¥500 

2 small towels 2 ¥200 

3 bed frame parts 13 ¥8,500 
3 book 3 ¥1,500 

3 socks 3 ¥100 

3 t shirts 2 ¥500 

4 desk wooden parts 4 ¥25,000 
4 bed wooden parts 9 ¥8,500 

4 pair of socks 9 ¥900 





4 underwear 5 ¥200 
4 t-shirt 1 ¥1,000 
4 shirts 10 ¥2,000 
4 coats 3 ¥5,000 
4 scarfs 2 ¥1,000 
4 sleeping bag 1 ¥5,000 
4 running pants 1 ¥500 
4 paper flash cards 5 ¥10 
4 t-shirts 2 ¥500 
4 table decorations 5 ¥500 
4 camera charger 1 ¥500 
4 beanie 1 ¥200 
4 kitchen mini shelf 1 ¥500 
4 hats 2 ¥500 
4 trackpants 1 ¥500 
4 coffee plunger 1 ¥500 
4 pants 4 ¥1,000 
4 place mats 2 ¥200 

4 books 1 ¥500 

5 books 3 ¥1,500 

5 set of bed sheets 1 ¥1,500 
5 bed parts 8 ¥8,500 
5 t-shirts 2 ¥500 
5 leggings 2 ¥500 
5 jumper 1 ¥500 

5 Christmas decoration 1 ¥100 

6 down jackets 2 ¥20,000 
6 down vest 1 ¥5,000 

6 bike 1 ¥50,000 
6 coat rack 1 ¥4,000 
6 metal bed parts 20 ¥8,500 
6 stool parts 4 ¥500 
¥ 186,410 

Name: James Bruce Fyfe Signature: James Fyfe Page 2 

Total number of packages: 9 Subtotal of this page: Grand total: ¥374,000 

Box No. Description Quantity Amount 



6 toothbrushes 4 ¥100 
6 razor 1 ¥100 
6 waterproof bag 1 ¥500 
6 dresses 3 ¥1,500 
6 shirts 7 ¥2,000 
6 leather jacket 1 ¥3,000 
6 denim jacket 1 ¥500 
6 sport shorts 1 ¥500 
6 film canister holder 1 ¥100 
6 flag 1 ¥10 
6 jumper 1 ¥500 
6 pair of suit pants 1 ¥1,000 
6 set of chopsticks 1 ¥200 
6 set of art prints 1 ¥1,000 
6 japanese fan 1 ¥200 
6 photo album 1 ¥200 
6 folder with documents 1 ¥100 
6 pair of socks 1 ¥100 

6 pair of tights 1 ¥200 

7 bike 1 ¥50,000 

7 part of coat rack 1 ¥2,000 
7 face cream 1 ¥2,000 
7 set of pegs 1 ¥10 
7 set of blades for razor 1 ¥10 
7 toothpaste 2 ¥10 
7 mascara 1 ¥100 
7 hair care product 1 ¥100 
7 set of hair clips 1 ¥10 
7 stool parts 4 ¥500 
7 photo reflector 1 ¥500 
7 photo flash stand 1 ¥500 
7 books 28 ¥14,000 
7 small towels 3 ¥100 
7 wooden cup 1 ¥100 
7 keyboard number pad 1 ¥500 
7 beanie 1 ¥100 



7 water bottle 1 ¥2,000 
7 pair of shoes 2 ¥8,000 
7 pair of rain boots 1 ¥1,000 
7 stool parts- seat 1 ¥500 
7 tent 1 ¥10,500 
7 folder with documents 1 ¥200 
7 stool parts (legs) 4 ¥500 
7 poncho 1 ¥1,000 
7 set of screws for desk 1 ¥5,000 
¥111,050 

Name: James Bruce Fyfe Signature: James Fyfe Page 3 
Total number of packages: 9 Subtotal of this page: Grand total: ¥374,000 
Box No. Description Quantity Amount 
7 set of screws for bed 1 ¥8,500 
7 set of screws for stools 1 ¥500 
7 shampoo 1 ¥200 
7 skin creme 1 ¥10 
7 yoga mat 1 ¥1,500 

7 yoga mat bag 1 ¥500 

8 set of temple brochures 1 ¥10 
8 28 books 28 ¥14,150 

8 electronic dictionary 1 ¥500 
8 book holder 1 ¥10 
8 flashcard packs 5 ¥10 
8 playing cards 1 ¥100 
8 notebooks 3 ¥500 
8 pair of gloves 1 ¥500 
8 pack of negatives 1 ¥10 
8 kitchen cloths 4 ¥200 
8 indigo placemat 1 ¥1,000 
8 camping light 1 ¥1,000 
8 boxing handwraps 2 ¥100 
8 folder with documents 1 ¥100 
8 tea towel 1 ¥100 
8 small kitchen shelf 1 ¥500 
8 messenger bag 1 ¥1,000 



8 Christmas decoration 1 ¥10 
8 beanie 1 ¥200 
8 cups 10 ¥5,000 
8 bottles for sake 2 ¥1,500 
8 plates 5 ¥1,000 
8 bowls 5 ¥1,000 
8 soy sauce plates 4 ¥1,000 
8 pitcher 1 ¥1,000 
8 pair of tights 1 ¥100 
8 chopping board 1 ¥200 
8 antique china ornament 1 ¥3,000 
8 plastic boxes 3 ¥100 
8 set of chopsticks 1 ¥100 
8 collapsible fabric boxes 6 ¥200 
8 pair of slippers 1 ¥100 
8 paper flash cards 5 ¥10 

8 set of salad servers 1 ¥500 

9 books 18 ¥9,000 

9 insect repellant 1 ¥500 
9 sets coasters 2 ¥500 
9 paper flash cards 4 ¥10 
9 small wooden boxes 2 ¥500 
¥56,530 

Name: James Bruce Fyfe Signature: James Fyfe Page 4 

Total number of packages: 9 Subtotal of this page: Grand total: ¥374,000 

Box No. Description Quantity Amount 

9 tiger balm 1 ¥100 

9 pair gloves 1 ¥200 

9 stationary set 1 ¥100 

9 postcards 1 ¥100 

9 camping cooking set 1 ¥2,000 

9 camping cups 2 ¥1,000 

9 camping cooker 1 ¥2,000 

9 head lanterns 2 ¥2,000 

9 pair of gloves 1 ¥200 

9 paper flash cards 6 ¥10 



9 long johns 1 ¥500 
9 stool seat part 1 ¥500 
9 t-shirts 2 ¥500 
9 hand bag 1 ¥1,000 
9 shirts 3 ¥1,000 
9 hats 4 ¥1,000 
9 sport shorts 1 ¥500 
9 collapsible fabric boxes 4 ¥100 
9 wallet 1 ¥500 
9 set of washing bags 1 ¥100 
9 paperweight 1 ¥100 
9 bike locks 2 ¥500 
9 hammer 1 ¥100 
9 small bike pouch 1 ¥100 
9 snorkels 2 ¥1,000 
9 bike lights 2 ¥500 
9 magnet shelf 1 ¥500 
9 snorkelling mask 1 ¥500 
9 set of chopsticks 3 ¥500 
9 wooden spoon 1 ¥200 
9 set of chopstick holders 1 ¥500 
9 small bedside table 1 ¥1,000 
9 set of cutlery 1 ¥500 
9 can opener 1 ¥200 
9 ginger grater 1 ¥200 
9 sponge holder 1 ¥200 
¥ 20,010 



